1. Cherry Tree:
The top of the
cherry tree would
suggest they are
on the 1st floor of
the house. The
upper-level
rooms of a house
were used for
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entertaining

2. Oranges: A
sign of wealth
that would want
to be shown off.
They add to the
image of wealth
combined with
the furs and
expensive bed.
Showing off
Arnolfini’s wealth
as a merchant.

3. Furs: A show
of wealth and
Arnolfini’s
merchant work
(trading furs).

4. Shoes: The
clogs could be a
symbol of
respect, as a
marriage scene is
taking place on
hallowed ground.
They are also
turned towards
the light, which
would suggest
that the man
belongs outside
in the working
world.

5. Fido: The

14. Mirror: There are
10 depictions of Christ
around the mirror, which
could mean that the
mirror represents the
eye of god overseeing
this supposed marriage.
A spotless mirror is also
a symbol of the Virgin
Mary.
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15. Signature: A
clever watermark
of the artist that
says, “J]an van Eyck
was here” in Latin.
It also confirms
him as a witness
to the marriage if
itindeed took
place.

13. Chandelier:
Another display of
wealth but can also
be interpreted as a
symbol of death,
due to the skull-like
candleholder.

12. Candles:
There is one lit
candle on the side
of the man and a
burnt-out stub on
the side of the
woman. This could
symbolise the
woman has died,
which would make
this a memorial.
They could also
emulate the light of
God by this theory.

11. Broom: A
symbol of the
hearth and could be
a symbol of the
woman'’s role on
society. Just as the
man'’s clogs are
turned to the
outside one of the
woman’s slippers is
turned towards the
broom.

10. St. Margaret
& Dragon: The
patron saint of
childbirth, pictured
on the bedpost,
would enforce the
idea of the woman
being pregnant.



